


gANDOH TMPRESSIONS OF THE DISCON

Thls yearts Hugos went to far more deserving reclpients
than last yearts., Tho only onc I had substantial disagree=
ment with was the Best Prozlne award to F&SF. Galaxy and
the 21ff~Davis mags are better., Last yecar'!s winner, Analo
tries to disguise the revival of medleval superstition as
the "scicnce" of parapsychologyo F&SF takes its fantasy
straight, more todits and Avram's credltee..Gucst of Honor
Will Jenkins, who decricd the morddrn tendency towards mild
cigarettes, light bcer, and blonde women, was probably quite
plecased by the award of the art Hugo to Roy Krenkecl for his
bucksome cover girls...Jenking? spccch was marrcd by scveral
unspcakably vulgar Negro dialcct storicsc..My "Russian Spy"
cards sold like hotcakes for the second straight Worldcon,
Theytre still avallable for 10¢ to cover printing and mail-
ing. Filve for 25f..."Diplomacy" rcplaced "Interplancbary"
as the favorite board gamc. For further iInformation write
mo; my diplomacy fanzinc GRAUSTARK is 10 issucs for $1, and
Dave MeDanicl/Ted Johnstone will soon start publishing one
of his own.eoDospltc the number of literary talents that
went into 1t, the pros! skit fcll flat. This is probably bee
cause only onc of them 1s the offspring of a Shakespcarcan
actoressI bought the Mjgllnir-winning skotch "Barl Aubec
and the Golem" by Jim Cawthorn. I have just wrltten Jim to
find out whethor this scene comes from any speciafic fantasy
St0ryeesePecrditats "Real Fan" costume drew much favorable come
mont, Its: principal fcature was a Luge fan covered with
pages from various fanzines, and fanzinc names donc up in
sparklcse At thce cnd of the convention we folded up the
fan and prescnted it to Randy Garrctt so he could have a Fan
Club of his Very OwneesThc prizec-winning LA group of Fafhrd
(Bruce Polz), the Gray Mouscr (Dave McDanlol), and Ningauble
(Dlan Girard) was wecll~apparclled but incompletes They
lacked a ShoclbaeeoBob Leman apparently hasnt't reallzed that
the Sccond World War is over, and his sidec lost, But 1f a
man 1s singlc-mindcdly pursuing a coursc of action that can
only rcsult in his being shot, it docs no harm to let hinm
talk himsclf out first...Onc striking painting at the Art
Show deplicted flve magnificently constructed nymphs trying
to entice a letharglc satyr. Howcver, ccrtain anatomical
deficlencics would have made cnticing that satyr a thank-
loss taskeeselast Worldcon I was designing wind-up dolls,
This yecar it was limecricks., Examploes:

A mist that arosc from the A young fan from Pellucidar:
moat Sct out for a Worldcon afar,
Had causcd a condition of But almost forthwith -
bloat He encountercd a ryth,
In a great Martlan stced And hc cnded up down in
And the vet saild, "Indccd, the blar,
"Itt!s a casc of a fog in
the thoate"

Among the pcople I met for the firs®t time at this Worldcon
was Dave McDanlol/Tod Johnstone/Tedrcn, To know him only
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through fanzincs 1s to got tho picturc of a Scerct Master

of LASFandom, a nexus of intriguc within the cult, and a
sinister Coventranian agent, This i1s a far cry from the
ehort, soft-spoken, mild-manncrcd rcality.e.eAll told, the
physical arrangcments for the DisCon were far superior to
thosc of Chicon III., Gecorge Scithers and the Con cormitteo
dld a splendid job. The gulde to Washington written by Dick -
Eney was also a grcat help, even though it omitted the ‘Pcking,
an oxccllent North Chinesc restaurant on 13th St. bctween

G and Heeeol have vory littlc recspect for pcople ‘like Calvin
Dermon, who roundly condemns a man and hils vicws without
being able to tell why., BEven Busby and Leman arc a fow

cuts abovec thisece.Thc high point of thc Con for Perdita and
me was a labc party at Randy Garrcttls roome  Prcscnt were

He Jlm Becam Plpcr, Fritz ILcibcr, Dian Girard, Charlic and
Ma¥sha Brown, Bruce Pclz, Cam du Pavon, and others I was

too cxhilirated to rcmember, Prcocsent in body only was ..

Ted Cogswelleeadoc Pilatl couldn't be there, having dccided
“thgt on the funds avallable hc would rather bring out the
ncxXt ilssue of Bnclave than travcl to Washington, I would
have liked to have sccn Jog therc, but will have Imstocad the
-egoboo -0of a book rcview In sald claveesoAm I getting old?
Young fans. are starting to ask mec Tor my autographeeeJapan's .
revenge for Hlroshima &s a TV cartoon scrlcs callcd "Astro -
Boy"s It was previcwed at-the Con, and wlll appcar on US

BV this falle " It combines the worst features of "The Jete

sons" and "Courageous Cat". Music 1s apparently by Karle
Heinz SehlockhauscnaesoHal Clcment made some very good points
about thc S~F story as a mental exgrcisc, Not only.is the
reader challeonged to dlscover in advance the solution, as
&n = detoctive story, but the wrlter must kccp on his tocs
and avold inconsistoncics 1in the scicnece I have a persone.
al grotch about authors who think that the gencral thcory
of rclativity can somchow bc strctehed to permit Wclocities
pgrocator than that of light,seAvram, Grania, and thoir bagbls
wore misscd this ycareeoIgaac Asimov has a gdod=naturcd
grump cvery Con about the fact that he® has never rcccived a
Hugo, Thils is, I am surc, not his fault but thc Hugos!?,.
Had this award becn instituted carlier, scveral would now
bc cluttering vup his thome, Tho Hugo came into being after
AsImovts. production of fiction had silackcd off somcwhat,
Now that scichce=fact articles and colurms appcar In almost
cvery prozincy, a Hugo for thc best such ought to be instie
tutcde Therc was a Hugo for scicncc-fact articles in 1953
and 19563 Willy Lecy won both, The special Hugo that Asie
mov won this yoar may well be considcred to be a scicnce-
fact award for his eolumn in F&SF....Paul -Zimmcr referred
£o the hotel room which he and several other fans occupled
as "The Nest", I wonder whethcr this is what Ron Elllk
uscd to refeor to as "shacktivity"e..eStcve Stiles distribue
tcd #9 of his fanzinec Sam, It includes a parody which cfe
feetively shoots down The Flying Frog in flames...Forry
Ackerman, as usualy carricd a cometary tail of ncos behind
him.ee.Gecorge Nims Raybin has the oddest collcction of smoe
king gear since: Abdul el-Bulbul Amirts hookah was put away
for' the last: time...Mcmbership cards in the "Flat Eﬁrth
Society" werc distributed. The FESt!s president is "John

W, Ghod Jr."
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SCIENCE MADE TOO EASY = V

IV. Astronomy
Most students reglster for clementary astronomy to
get casy sclencc crcditse Latcr on they lecarn bettor,
: Astronomy 1s divlded into two parts, positional astroe
nomy and physical astronomy, Therc was once a third part
.eallcd Judielal astronomy, but this was dropped as being
Injudiclous,

Plancts

Astronomy. Instructors makc a grcat dcal of the diffore
ence botween plancts and stars. Students arc taught that
planets arc brighter, have a distinct disk shape, and do
hot twinklce The samc is truc of the sun and moon, but
these have not becen plancts in good standing. for scveral
hundrcd ycawrs,

There arc ninc or ten plancts:

Vulcan: Does not cxlst,

e ¢ Mercury: Exlsts, but never appears cxcept at the wrong
time of year.

+ Venus: This planet 1s famillar, mystcrious, and brile"
liant, and travels very faste It has therofore been glven
a Fehminine namc, :

Earth: Horc,

Marss: Mars is a bloodercd color, and was once belicved
to bc populatcd by sanguilnary monstcrs who regularly invae -
ded Earth in cevery issue of Amazlng Storics, Actually,
Mars 1s conccivably inhabited by possibly intclligent belngs
who may have dug what could be canals, along which might
grow planBs. These arec the results of conturics of dili-
gent observation,

Mars has two mopons. Onc of them riscs in the west and
scts In the cast. The otheor rises in the cast and almost
never sctse Neither of them rhymes with Junc,

Jupiter: This is the® largest planct. When astronomers
have nothing better to do, they find new moons for 1t,

*Saturn: A planct with rings,

Uranus: An unpronounccablc planct,

" .Neptunes A uscless planct,

~Pluto: A former moon of Neptunc with delusions of
grandour,

X: A hypothcsis,

The Sun
Everybody knows what that is, -
The Moon

There arc other moons in tho solar system, but ours
1s thc only one worth looking at. It has. eraters, mountains,
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plts, cracks, dents, and scars., It is thereforc called
the Queen of the Night. +

The moon 1is belioved to causc tides. The evidence for
thls is strictly circumstantial,

The Pixed Stars

The fixcd stars are so called becausc thcy move at
trcmendous speccdse However, they arc also at tromendous
dist ancecs, so they scem fixed. It all depends .on who is  »
more. tremendous.,

. °  Constellations . .

The nlght sky was the picture-=book of primitive man.
He filled it with dragons, centaurs, gorgons, virgins, and
othcr fabulous creaturcs, More rccently have been added
telescopos, compasses, lizards, fliecs, and soxtants, '
Still morc rccently 1t has becn cluttered with men, dogs,
and .monkeys.

Galaxles

' The Milky Way ls technically callecd a galaxy, for-rca=
sons 1lllustrated by Tintorctto. Thc other galaxies are
rushing away from us at great spcedse Relativists tell us
that we shouldn't takc this personallye !

s % % % s
THROUGH HILBERT SPACE WITH SWEET FANNY ADAMS - VII

When Fanny Adams landed on Juplter in 1990, she dis-
covercd that the planet had been colonized in ancient times
by a mixed Egyptian and Jecwlsh expedition., Over the course
of the ccnturies, those two pcoples had fused their reli-’
glous bellcfs, and worshipped a chicef god called Ammon~Ine

The most important festlval of this recligion was the
Foast of Ammon thc Begetters The planct!s most stalwart
youth was, seletted to be the: Incarnation of Ammon (the Jowe
ish elcmont of the population did not take part in the or=
glastlc aspocts of the combined rclipgion), and for half a
Jovian yoar he lay in the Golden Bed and sorvod a stcady
succession of women who gshricked in rellglous ecstasy ‘as
They enjoyed his favors.

Combining business with pleasure, Fanny Adams visited
the Golden Bed for -an intervicw with the incumbent- Ammon,
"Tell me," she askod him as the temple rang .with the cries
of the Jovian women awalting their turng, "how do you 1like
. your position iIn the religion of your people?"

The youth repliod, "It is a loud and prone-~ly thing
to bo Ammon."

PV RV VY
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"T kcep getting Shagny and -I.don't know whyd"
- Beclle Dietz
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THE STORY

Each author who undertakes to write a chapter of The
Story has complete frecdom to do what hc wishes In hils chape
tcry, Whon the prescnt total of 21 chapters has becn prine
tcd in KNOWABLE, The Story will be opened to further vole
untcer authors,.

In 1ts earlicr phascs, The Story was almost cntirely
a Boardman projcct, Bcttoer balancce was achieved at the
beginning of Chapter XI, which will appecar, with the chape
tors preceding and following 1t, in KNOWABLE #6.

SYNOPSIS

Sir Tinly the Purest and his squirc Dumbert have re=
cently returncd to the royal castle after slaying the giant
Borborygmus. A drunken dragon has followecd them home, pleade
Ing with Dumbert to arrange a match betwcen himself and Sir
Tinly. Dumbcrt, ignorin:; the dragon, composes a bawdy riddle
and tells it to his friend, the court wigard Lysenconlus,

But #h en the wizard tells the riddle at the royal suppcer
table, Sir Tinly is onraged, and Dumbert flees from him,

He cencounters the becautiful young witch Lilith, who dcserts
her middle-aged lover 3Sir Cumference to seducc hime When
Lilith learns that a dragon is in thc castle, she flies off
wlth him aftecr glving Dumbert a talismane. When he returns
to his quarters, Dumbert learns that the decjected Sir Cume
fercnece has committed suicide.

CHAPTER IX
by John Boardman

Dumbert slccpily crawlecd out of his cot = the wnight
had not becen a restful onc for him - and donned such of
his clothes as he did not slecp in,

"Did you hcar, Dumbert?" Pompcy asked, "Sir Cumfere
ecnec was found polsoned in his bed this morninge His page
found his bodye. It looks as If he drank about half a philal
" of henbane « they found the rest on his nightetable next
to an ugly idol with goat horns, And herc'!s the qucerest
part e thc Royal Physician says he died of poison, but on
his left shoulder was a burn shaped like a cross upside-
down, and his room stinks of sulphur} Fathcr Neminls 1s
going to porform an exorcism there this morning, and they
say that =

The dormitory door flew opon, and Sir Tinly the Purest
strode in, carrying a shcathcd sword in one hand, Instante
1y Dumbert gucsscd his intentions, and slid qulckly through
the 1littlc window which overlooked Squires! Court,

"Aha, scoundrecl," camc his master!s volce from the
room which the squire had just quitted, "now will you reap
the punishment of your scurrilous witi"

Dumbert quickly slid down a drainplpc, leaped over



the barrel, and scampcrecd across the 1llttle court., As
he disappcared intc a doorway at the far corncer of the
court, hc saw Sir Tinly come striding down thc back stalrs,
: The squiro raced through the halls ledding to the
kitchene He knew with no lcss certainty than tomorrow’s
sunrlse hc would evontually be apprchondod by the Pure
Knight and spankcd vigorously with thc flat of his sword.
Howecver, traditicn requlired that he evade this cventual=-
1ty as long as’'possible,

Dumbert raced through vhalls and courtyards, and up
and down stalrs: Frequently his surroundings worc une
familiar to him, as thc royal castle was a vast labyrinth
of rooms and passages, added to and rcbuillt at lecast a
dozon timecs since it had first beon ordercd built centue
rics ago by the proconsul Valerius Dlplodocus in Roman
times as a bulwark against the Saxons,

Sincc Sir Tinlyis dignity did not permit him to brecak
out running after a.merc squiro, Dumbert soon outdistanccd
~him, Pantirig, hc lcancd against a suit of armor of thec
fashion of tho prcvious century. Howcvery,; thce armor ‘cone
cealed a spring, and two blecks of the stone floor parted,
sending him down a chutc which emerged bechind a tapestry
In a room on thc ncext floor below,

Peceking through a moth-holc in the tapestry, the squire
porceived two fipures lying cn a double bed, cngaged in a
theological discussion- Onc was the lusty, well-built
Duchcss of Lollbridges i obihcrs was uvhc fat, good-humored
Friar of Hammonogs, Rogecr Roscnosc, who was making one of
his periodlc visits to the castle to ddl iver a load of
- poached venison and to hcar the confessions of such nobles
. and knights .as did not carc to have the less worldly PFather
Neminls listen to the tale of their sins and assign their
pcnances,

"But Fathor," the Duchcss was saying in low, throaty
toncs, "I don't scc why I have to confess after overy time,
Couldn't I just confess oncec, when you lecave?" .

: "No, my child." rumbled the friar. "It behoovcs every
Christian to confess cach sin as soon after its commission

g e Opportunity prcsents itself. Thercforcs"

"Oh, vory well," Lady Lollbridgc recplicd pctulantlya
"Father, I have sinncd.”

"In what way, my daughter?”
: Crceping bchind the tapestrices and arrag, Dumbecrt madce
his way to the door. Wiiting for a moment whon the atten-
tlons of thec other two in tho room would be clscwhere cone
centratecd, he made a quick dasn for the door, to collido
In the hall with Sir Tinly, ‘

"pha, scampd" the Purc Knight oxzlaimeds, "“Comc hercd"

wriggling from Sir Tinly's grasp, Dumbort scurricd
down tho hall, clixbod out a window, skinnicd up a draine-
“spout, clambered atop a gargcyle, 1oapod to anothcr, jumped
onto a balcony, ran through a room in which Sir Cular  was
being laced into a corset by his squirc and two pagcs, and
emerged iInto a hall, where he met Lysenconius,

"On the run, ch Dumbert?” chuckled the wizard. He

s
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drow a small flask from bencath his robe, "After hec cat-
ches you, anoint the injurcd arca with thls; 1twill make
sltting less uncomfortablc.s Don'!t forget to rcturn the
cmpty flasky thcret!s a deposit on i1t." The old mage swept
on down thc passage, humming "Gaudcamus Igltur" under his
brcathe As he turncd a corner, Sir Tinly appcarcd from
the samc - direction, and Dumbert took to his hecclss

Why, hc thought as hec ran, had hc not gonc into some
lcss arduous line of work? The long hard road through
squircdom to the glittecring goal of knight'!s spurs did
not In thc lcast appcal to him; his inclinations sccmed
to bc morce intellcctual and scdentary, and indeed, 1f Dume
bert (who in his character as an obscrver frecquently mused
on theae things, espcecially with the new knowlcdge lmparted
to him by the young witch Lilith) had not bcen all but
kicked into squiredom by an aged, infirm, and stubborn
grandfathcr, who had bcen forccd as a youth to live in the
shadow, as 1t worc, of a knightcd clder brother (who had
becn In his day King'!s Champion, and who had slain the.
Irish giant Finn McCarran, who stood at Dublin Harbor in
timcs of old and threw huge boulders at all who attcempted
to sail thercin, and who (Dumbertts greateuncle) now lay
buried ncar the Church of the Holy Scpulcher in Jerusalen,
having becen (according to his cpitaph) trcacherously stabb&d
in the back by the last of a band of twelve Saraccns, of
whom hc had killed cleven to the grcater glory of the Prince
of Peacc (and almost every Sunday Father Neminis, albeit
he was himsclf a dovout and godly man, drew his scrmon
from such a gory occurrecncc, knowing full well that in ore
der to have any influence at all for the bettur on the
rowdy pack of knights who made up the bulk of his usual
congregation he should prcach on subjects which might have
somc chancc of attracting their attention, but who privily
regretted the nccessity of such an appeal), bhut who, ac=
cording to tales which Dumbcrt had hcard aftcr hils cntry
into the scrvice of Sir Tinly the Purest (who rcprescnted
a minorlity of knights amonpg the king'!s company who attcmp-
ted to live up to the knlghtly modcl, but who werc so stiffe
necked In character as to makc' _the high idcals which they
affoetcd repuiglve by virtuc of the stuffincss and inscne
slbility to thc human sidc of lifc of thosc who fcll 4in
thls catecgory, just as the others madc these idcals rcpul-
8lve as a rcsult of their own hypocrisy and prcdilecctions
in varilous decgrces to the scven deadly sin - a state of
affalrs which puzzled the King, grleved Father Neminis,
Intrd4fgucd Dumbert as a spectator (the morc so as the para=-
dox was Just beginning to dawn wpon him), gratificd Lyscne
conius as an intellcetual, and downright dclighted Lilith)
had actually been stabbed by a German knight in a brawl
in a house of 111 rcpute in Gaza (then as In the time of
Samson a ccnter of such activitics) and had dicd a few
hours latecr in thc arms of an BEgyptlan prostitute (for
Dumbertt!s grcat-uncle had, rcgrettably, bcen of the hypo-
critical rathor than of the puritanical type of knight
(although 1t would have beon equally regrcttable had he
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been puritanlcal, Dumbcrt rcflccted, knowing from the past
yeart!s assoclation how unplcasant the company of the sclfe
rightcous 1s for any lesscr man (lecsscr, tlmt 1s, by the
staﬁdands of "the self=-rightcous))); howcver, (and as Dumbert
thought. on thesc matters he continucd to run; now he was
passing the chambcrs of thc latec Sir Cumfercence, and hecard
thc sonorous voicc of Father Nominis sternly order the ine
stansg departurc of whatever cvil spirits inhabited the room
from which they had lately borne the lost soul of a man
who might have becen a saintd, his younger brother had rce
cecived no word of this, but only the official mcssage be-
ginning "His Majosty the King rcgrets to inform youUese",
and belicved with the belicf that grows morc powerful as
accurabte rceollcction fades with agoe that this knight had
been a paragon of all manly virtucs, and who had through
Dumbertts boyhood constantly held up Sir Reptitius (for
that was ‘the name of the c¢lder brother) to the lad as an
ocxamplo to bc followed), he might have pcrhaps gonec into |
an academy (and indecd he had casily picked up grammar, -
cyphering, Latin, and cven a smattering of Greck as the
star pupil of Brother Formosus, a pious, scholarly young
m’nk who was the schoolmaster of Dumbert's native village
of Harmus=-on-thc=Ryc) and from there into a university,
and cwventually into the grcat magicians! university at ’
Dom~Danicl-under-thc-Sea, wherc Lyscnconius himself had
studigd (and now Dumbert was racing across the roof by the
great gates of the castle, where in former times the great
kettles had stood, to be filled with boiling- piteéh or lcad
in timec of scige and pourcd upon the heads of the invaders
(and the story was told in the kingdom that once, during
a war scaxc over a hundrcd years ago, the reigning king's
brother had come in stath for a visit; a dimewittcd cook
who doublcd in brass as a tcmporary soldicr during those
troubled times had mistaken the shouts of wclcome as an
alarupm, and the king's brother!s party as a troop. of inva=
ders, and, filling thce largest kettle with the only hcated
matcrial availablc, a mutton stew gimmcring .in the kitchen
for lupeh, had-cmpticd it over His Majesty as he camc out
of the palacc to grect his kinsman)), to become a Magister
in Artibus and a practicioner of tnc black, white, and gray
magics; but no, he reflccted, he was born to be a- spcchator,
a Son of Barth,. (and Lilith'!s words had only confirmcd a
long=gtandinz but wordlessly viguc suspicion of his own)
and application in any onc linc of stuly, cven onc so fase
cdnating as magic or as heroilc as knighthood, or even pore
haps the clergy (cither the white clergy of Father Neminils
or the’'black clergy of Lilith), was plainly beyond his
capabilitics, although (and hcrc the fueling of usclessness
which Liilith had given him began to dlapel) he might make
on account of his talent as an observer (but had she sald
that it was a talent?) a quitec passable historian, ‘

Rounding a corncr, Dumbert trippcd and fell over the
prostratc form of Wouter van Dumpling, who was slccping
off a schnapps bingc. . #i:

"Dummkop ! Esell Vabeh-vore-you pudt your pig feetid®
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roarcd the cook, hurlin~ an empty bottle after the squlrce
Dumbert ducked into the nearest door, which happened to

bo that of the ~iscullery maids! slecping quarters. Jchane,
clad only-in a shift, shrickecd, then hit him squarely be=
tween the shoulders with :a thrown wooden shoe, and narrowly
missed him with a chamberpot as he fled out thc back door
into thoe plgstye. The chamberpot landed on the head of a
large boar and perched therc like a royal crown; Dumbgrt
lcapfrogged over three of the animals and into the kifchen
door, ; :

-~ Insido the kitchon, he halted for breath. Work was
going forward at no great spccd in the absencc of Heor van
Dumpling, and somec & the boys had organized the usual
poker game in the pahtryic Dumbert joined them, making
tholr number sixs thg were Pustulis; two obher squires,
David Fitzroy and Roy Fitzdavid; and %wo scullery lads,

a skinny stuttering twelve=year-old namecd Snivelbert and

a burly, sour-fecaturcd youth of twenty-onc or =~two named
Gasphilte Gasphilt was reputcd to Be the illegltimate son
of an 1llogétimate daughter of an 1lllegitimatec half-brtother
of thc King, and was conscquently called (though not in his
hearing) "The King of the Bastards". (Back in Hammus-one-
the=Ryc, Brother Formosus had detectcd in Dumbert an in-
telligence somewhat supcrior to that of the common or gar-
den varlety country lout, and had given im a smattcring

af thce classlcs in addition to the -usual rcading, writing,
eyphering, and dog-Latin. One of thc works studied had
been Arlstotlets Pnlitics, and from it Dumbert rememberecd
the passage,."Some men are slaves by birth,  and somc by nae=
ture." Similarly, some men are bastards by birth and somec .
by naturc, he concluded; however, Gasphilt fit into bath '
categorics.)

"3Sit in, Dumbert," invited Pustulis. Dumbecrt joined
them, antcing a farthing., His luck had not changed since
the night beferc last; David dealt him the trey of swords,-
¥he ace of chalices, the four of staves, the Fool, . * the
Hermit, ahd tho clght ond-imiiht of .colnse He distarded
overythirg but thc coins, drew another mcss of low cards,
and promptly throw in his hand, losing flvc farthings in
all.

As Gasphilt rakod in a ninceponce pot, which hc won
with a squire-high stralght, Pompcy jolncd them, '
. "Youtrc sitting down, so I sec Sir Tinly-hasn't caught .
you yot," he greceted Dumbert,

""What's Dumbert becen up to now?" Gasphilt asked, dcaling,
"Oh, you know, that riddlc," sald Pompey.

. "How come hc dldn't catch you when you camec up to the
dorm last night?" Pustulls askocd. _

"He didn't got in till almdst morning," Pompcy roplicde

"Ahad" sald Gasphilte "Bccn out tomeatting, ch?"

"So 4cal atrcady,”" Dumbert snortcd.

As usual during his decal, Gasphilt won. Aftcr thrce
morc hands, Dumbert had with his usual. luck lost almost
cightpence, and was on thce point of quitting.

Wlth scven playing qultc a pot could accumulate,

Sinco they were playing seven—~card draw, a 1limlt of four
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was placed on cards drawn. lest the T8=card tarot pack

bc cxhaustede 'Thesc considerations, plus the depleted
statc of his personal finances (hc was down to less than
five shillings) forcced Dumbert to pldy with rore than hils
usual concentration, and hc cxamincd ’ his sixth hand
carcfully as Pustulils dealt it to him, hoping to flnd some
way of taking at lcast onc pot .

Knight of chaliccs. 3qgvirc of staves. , Ten df chali-
ces, rour of swordse Qucen of chalices., (Hwmm. TPhrec
chaliccs so fare.) Squirec of chaliccse. (A palrd -Very
goode) The angod Man, :(Ouch! The wopst luck card in
the decka ) :

7111 opcn with a penny," said Roy, flipping a lar-
ger coppcr Into thc pile of antced farthingse .

« "Likcwisc," said David,

. "otts malo this a mants gamel" sncercd Gasphilt,
adding a silver groat to the hcap of coppers. "Fourpcneco,
Who!ll sec me?" :

All did, and Dumbcrt cxamined his hand againe, If he
drcw to the pair of chalices and playcd cannilye-

Suddonly he noticed the high scqucnce in chaliccs,
Ten, squlrc, knight, quccns An openecnd straight flushl

If ‘hc threw in cverything but the pair - no, hc couldntt
do that, wlth a four-~card 1limit on the draw. Xccp the
pair-and the queen? That would be the scnsible thing to
do, Kcecp both the straight and the squirce of staves?

That would lecsscn his chances to make somcthing better
out of cithcr,

'He noticed that Gasphilt, who had thought cnouzh of
his hand to raisc bcforc tho draw, was standing pat.. This
gesture, togecther with the sum In the pot - only a fqrthlng
short of a halfecrown = decided him,

"Give me throc," hc said, throwing in tht non~chaliccs,

He could scarccly bear to look at his ncw cards. Only
when Roy had opencd with a tiny silver tuppcnce, and David
had followcd with anothcr, dld he cxaminc thome ° -

Acc of staves = the lowest card of the worst suit
in the docke Judgment Day = much bettar; only once of the
22 Greagter Trumps outranked ite XKing of chalicdesidld ~

* Trying to hidec his cxultqtlon, Dumbert hugged hils
royal flush to his tunic. -

"I said a man's gamc, you two pipsqucaks," snarled
Gdsphllt. "T111 see your piddling tuppcnéc, and ralsc
you six!" He dropped two more groats into the pot.

"1111 sce that and railsc you to tenpence," sald Pome
Peys adding that amount.

"f-t-too much f-for m-m-mc," sald Snivelbert, throw-
ing in a pair of sixcs, '

.. Dumbert's turn was next. " Confident that ncither Gase
philt nor Pompcy could match him, hc casudally flipped an
cntirc shilling into the ccenter of the circlec. Pustulis,
ﬂoy, and David promptly foldcde
. "Wheeeewd" whistled Pustulis. '""There must be five
shillings in that poti"

"That!s too big for us, isn't it, Davy?" glgglcd Roy.

"Well, now that thce small fry aro out of the gamc,:

L
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letts play for rcal mency," sald Gasphilt, "I'll scc your
shilling =" ho dropped anothor groat into the pot "= and
ralse you halfea=crown,"

"I®ll scc that, and make 1t threce shillings," sald
Pompcy, throwing in a handful cf silver of the required
amount,

. "Lot!s sco," said Dumbert, frantically scarching his
pockctse "That's -threce shillings to .stay." He drew his
last Imlfecrown from a tunic pockct, and some smaller coins
from odd corners of -his tunic and brceches. ."Two and eight =
two and ten - threed I'1ll sce youl" . .

"This 11l cven us up," growlcd Gasphilt, tossing in a
sixpence, "And this'!ll make things rcally intcerestingy®
To the hecap of silver and copper the scullery lad added
another color - the bright gold of a ncwly mimted noble,

The cyes of the others bugged out. '"Did I wonder
at‘a flve-shilling pot a fow minutes ago?" gasped Pustulls,
"This is the first time anyone has thrown a gold picce
Into the pot in a pantry poker gamcd" _ :

"The wa¥ you striplings play, I'm not surpriscd,"
Gasphilt snoptcde "Well, my lands, that'!s the pricc of
.pdmlssion, Do you want-to sce, or don't.you?" ‘

; "I give upl!" said Pompey. "Whatover you have, I can't
raisc the moncy to beat it with a full house.," He threw
down three’ trecys and a palr of accs, 5

"Woll, Dumbert?" said Gasphilt, rcaching out towards
the poto

The squlre's mind spun. Was Gasphilt only bluffing?
(4 finc timc to think of it now!) Dumbert doubted 1t; he
had played cnough poker in the pantry to know that Gasphilt
hadn't the subtlety to carry out a successful bluff. Moro
to thc point, Dumbcrt cowldn't raisc enc-tenth of the sun
Gasphilt had tosscd into thc pot.

"I'd likc to scec that," said Dumbert, "but I haventt
the money, If only thorc werc somconc herc I could borrow
a few shillings from ="

"Did somcone call me?" Into thc pantry stepped Yankel
beneKalvah, His sharp cyes took in the scene af a glancc,

"Cduld I arrange a small loan?" Dumbert asked,

"Lct me scc your cards," the moncylendor replicd.

"Wothing doingd" protestcd Gasphilt. "I may want to
borrow a 1littlc, too," : ' :

"In that case," sald Yankel, "how much do you want?"
A smlilc brokec under his thick beard; Dumbert kncw that,
asfurcd of immcdlate prepayment wilth a monthts Intcrest
on onc loan, thc old usurcr's mouth was wabt ring,

"Hcts just raiscd me sixeand-cight," said Dumbcrt,
"and I'd likc to go to teng" :

®  Wyory well," said Yankol,.cxtracting a rose noble
from a small moneybag at his belt, "that will be clghte
poncce per pound por month -

".. onc potund on thirty,.or a penny on a half-crown,
and that's my only rate of intcrest," choruscd the youths,

"You should know your other lecssons as wecll," rcplied

the Jew, unperturbede. d
“"ppreed," said Dumbert., "He took the coln from Yankel,

and placced it in the pote.
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Gasphlilt in turn hastily went through his pockets,

"Gimmc a lower rate and I'1l borrow a marc," he saild,
"After all, you'll be getting it right back." :

"Elghtpence per pound per month, one poundl on thirty,
or a penny on a halfscrown, and that's my only rate of in=
tercsty" Yankel roplicds '

"Dontt trust this fellow, cither of you," said Pus=-
tulls, "Sir Roundings borrowcd two pounds from him: a' year
ago, and when he pald him back after trimming Slr Vey at
dice last night the intercst was not twice twelve cight-
pences, or sixtecen shillings, but ninetcon shillings tupe
ponce hatpenny,”

""No wondcr the Jews in the Blble lived to such great
ages," sald Gasphilt, "1f they reckoncd their birthdays
in such fashion.”

"No, lad," said Yankel, "I will explain 1t so., After
onc month, Sir Roundings owcd mec two pounds plus twlce
ocightpenee, did hc not?"

Gasphilt figured briefly on his grubby fingers. "Ayec,"
ho admitted surllly. '

"But since he did not pay me, he In effect borrowed
twlco elghtpenco, or one=and«four, for cleven months,

Now should I not have my interest on that also?"

"Trust a Jew to talk hls way out of anything," snor-
tcd Gasphilt. "All right, Christkiller, cightpcnce per
pound per month it is."

Dumbert lookecd at Yankecl as he handed a gold mare.
to the scullery lad., "How 1o you know hctll pay you?" he
askedse -

"His grandfathcr hes stood his debts before, and will
do so again," replied the Jew calmly. Gasphilt's grande
father held the Stewardshlp of thc Royal Fishing Tackle,

a slnceurc created far him by his father many yecars ago.

The squirc regarded the moneylender with new rcspects
It mlght be said, he rcplceted, that the universally dese
plsed byt absolutely nccessary Yankcl, likc Lyscnconius,
was a bit of a maglcian, using gulncas and crowns instead
of powders and Incantations, Thc Jewts cxplanation of come
pound interecst recalled to Dumbert an incident in his own
1ifc; back in Hammus-on-the=Ryc a cottager had simillarly
eomplalincd of being chcated, and as his first plcce of in-
depondent rescarch in cyphering Dumbert had laboriously
proven to himsclf that this had not becn so,

"Woll, thore it 1s," said Gasphilt.e "It!ll cost you
halfea=-sovcroign to sce this hand, Still in?"

"In," roplicd the squire. "In, and I'll raisc you
another halfesoveroign.! The other youths gasped. Yane
kel handecd Dumbert a sovercign, which was added bo tho
pile on the floor, ‘

"I111 sec that, and raise you a full pound," replied
Gasphilt, throwins a borrowed rosc royal into the pot,
Snlvelbertts teeth began chattering with suspense, and Roy
falnted dead away, to be anxiously succored by David,

"I111l match that," sald Dumbert, borrowing another
sovercign, "Now, lct!s sce- if you can beat this)" He
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sprcad his royal flush before him on thc floor. Gasphllt
lay down h#s cards beside them, and Dumbert was astonished
to sce the identical hand in swordsl’

"Well, thc odd cards d001do g said Gasphilt, "Whatts
your Towes 2"

Dumbert latd down his miscrable acee Gasphilt trium-
phantly slammed the Wheel of Fortunc atop’ite

"How about a small bet on the last card?" he offored,
"Give me thrco pounds, Yankcl."

Dumbert!s hcart sank within him. He held Judgment
Day. Only onc card in the deck, the World,; could becat 1it,
and he was positive that Gasphilt must have 1lt, Still -
as well be hung for a sheep as for a lamb; he had already
borrowed morc than two pounds that hce could never ropay
1f he lost.
: "poned" he sald, completing thc transaction and throw=
Ing down Judgment Daye.

Gasphilt gapcd at the card, and his face paled, He
lct fall from his nerveless fingers the Sun, the next card
below Judgmont Day among the Greater Trumps, and, racing
to the window, hecavod convulsively into the hogyard.

With trembling hands Dumbert counted the pote I%
came to wcll over eleven pounds; after paying Yankel the
squlre found himself left in posscssion of the cnormous
sum of slx pounds, six~and~tuppence, plus thc scven miscr-
able farthings at the bottom of thc heape

"Five pounds thirec and two - thwvce.- four - five -
six," Yankel completcd the count of his take as the other
1ads revived Gasphilt and Roy. .

"One thing I'd likc to know." said Dumbers, "why did
you back me? If Itd lost, I!'d be paying you antil the
Second Com - Opp®¥, eXcusc mc."

"I knew you had the better hand." replicd the moncy-
lender, "Thatt's my busincsse”

"But = but =~ how ="

"Ttyc bech loaning moncy to card-players for a good
many yecars now," Yankecl smiled, closing the subject. "Could
I interest you in investing that large sum you have just ace
qulrca?" _

"What arc your torms?®

"Twenty per cent per year, compounded monthly, and
cash at ten days demand," Yankel rcplicd. "Or, 1f you
prcfer, ten per cent per ycar, compounded monthly, and
cash at the instant of demand."

"I111 deposit five pounds the rirst way and ten shil-
lings the second," sail Dumbert. He handed over the money,
while Yankecl mado entriecs in a notebook which Dumhert coun=
tersipgned, and gave him a roccipts The transaction left
Dumbert sixtcen shillings rcady cash, a large sum to be
left burning holcs in a squircis pocketse

Dumbert was just planning out a binge at the Sign of
_ the Purple Wyvern, pcrhaps including a night with one of

the barmailds, whcn Sir Tinly cntered the main kltchon,
Dumbcrt leapcd to hls fect in-an instant, climod over Gas-
philt and out the window, boundecd from hog to hog in a
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not too succcssful attecmpt to keccp the mud off his feet
(not for rcasons of clcanliness but to keep Sir Tinly from
trailing him), rcentcred the castle through the scullery
maids'! slecping quarters, dodged a cat which Jchanc threw
at him, and flcd through thc myriad passagcs which honcy-
combcd the castlce

CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE
when we introduce author Judy Glattstein,; wha in turn introe
duccs Decdah, whosc father necds no introduction,

JOIN THE CHARTIST MOVEMENT

The 196l WorldCon will be held in Ozkland on Labor
Day weckend. To facilitatc inexpensive transportation for
oast rn fans to this convention, inquirics are now being
madec wlth scheduled and non-schcecduled airlincs for the pur-
posc of chartering a plenmc for the round trips To rcscrve
a place on the walting list, scnd your name and address to
John Boardman, Box 22, New York 33. NY, UWames .will be added
to the walting list in the order that they arc rccecived.
You will be informed of the progress of ncgotlations, and
of the amount your share of the charter will cost.

FURTHER SANDOM IMPRESSIONS OF THE DISCON

Between the relegations to stencil of page 2 and page
15, Jim Cawthorn has writtecn to inform mec that "Earl Aubcc
and the Golem" 1s part of a serics he has under way, and
does not stem from an existing story...If an art award is
to be glven the next time the Hyborlan Legion is mustered,
the first ons should go to C. C. Senf. (Ch, o look at
page 539 of Cagsscllts New German Dictionary.)...If some-
time fan James Madolc had shown up, Bob Leman would have
been cast in the role of a moderate. ILeman is.narrow-minded:
he is only anti-Negro, Madole is broadl minded; he hates
Jews, too...Comebacks That Only Occur Later: Will Sykora,
returning after many.- years of lactivity, told mc that I
was not treating dialectical materialism seriously enough
In KNOWABLE #L when I commented on objcctions to the guote
from Stalin about science and knowability. I'1ll agrcc
that dialectical materialism is a gencrally valid philo~
sophical vicwpoint, but it!'s not the Last Birth of Time.
Suppose that Diamat itself is a thesis, to be opposed by
a new antlthesis and finally to be succceded by a new:
synthesis?... Poerdita and I would grecatly apprecciate 1¢

if somc of the peoplec who took picturcs of us in costume
would scnd us prints. !

e 4e 4 4F G 4
EXPLORING SCIENCE FICTION: A monthly cxamination of
currcnt trends in s=f will be broadcast over WKCR-FM (89,9
Megacyeles) in New York, beginning on Wednesday 9 Octobera
Programs will be hcard on the 2nd Wednesday of every month
at 8:30 PM. Randy Garrctt will be the first gucst,
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WHISTLING STATIC
by Dr. Robert L. Smith

Whistlers are naturally occuring clectromagnetic sipg=
nals with frcquencies in the audio range (Very Low Frequcne-
cics, or VLF)., They can be obscrved by connccting a loop
or vertical whip antenna to an audio amplificr, without
detection., .For a great many ycars they were somcthing
of a curiosity, and their origin was unknown, Thec sipgnal
28 usually observed was a descending tone which covercd
the audiblc range in a time on thc order of 2 second.

They were somctimes prcceded by very strong impulses,

Such impulscs arc known to be radiated from lightning.

In the years 1950 to 1953, L. R. 0. Storcy in England wrote
a brilliant Ph. D. thesis on whistlcrs. He showed that
whistlers were caused from lightning. The energy from the
lightning travecled throush the lower atmospherce and moved
in the outer ionospherc more or less along the carth's
magnetic field lines, thence rceturning to the earth at

the opposite hemilspherc, at the magnetic conjugate to the
sourcocs The propcrties of the outcr ionosphere at low
frequencles make the rcefractive index highly ‘anisotropic,
This anlsotropy confines the dircction of enerpgy propaga-
tion (not the wave normnl) to a small conc around the mag-
natic field lines. The medium is also highly dispersive,
but with low energy losses, so that the energy at high
frequencies travels morc rapily, in general, than the
cnergy at low frequcencicse The impulse then gets trar.s-
formed into a gliding tone., One prediction from Storsy!ts
work was that the clectron density in the outer ionosphere
was on the order of 1000 electrons per cublc centimeter,
At the time his work was published, this flgure was thought
by some astronomers to be too hisgh, but subsequent work
has verified it,

Dre Robert 4. Helliwell has been doing work in this
field, having bcen observing the phenomeng..at different
times since 1919, After the publication of Storey!s thesis,
a number of workers in various universitics anl other pla-
ces8 carricd out a number of tests sugpested by Storey for
verification of his predictidns. Thesc tests were in the
affirmative, In 1955, Helliwell very carefully scaled
some whilstler spcectra, and noticcd a slight departurc from
the frecquency-time relationship proposcd by Storey. The
crror indicatecd somewhat more dispersion at the higher
frequencies than prcdicte d. Helliwell then asked a gradu-
atc student to run off some computations on a computer
for a more accurate form of the dispersion relations,
Graphs of these results were placcd on the research assise
tant't's desk in the lab about the same time that some in-
teresting ncw cxperimental results were being obtained
from a station at a high geomagnetic latitude, at College,
Alaska., The whistlers obtained from Collcgoe werc bring
analyzed on a spectograph at Stanford., Thc spectrum showed
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the complctely unoxpected results of an increase of time
lelay with frcquency above a ccrtain frequency, as well

a3 the expeccted incrcase in delay with Jdecreasing frcecquen-
cy at low frcqucncy. The results werc comparcd almost ime
mediately with the graphs which were in the same room, and
1lod. they showed cssentially the same shape. Thc explana-
tion of the ncw shape involved a changc of the dispcrsion
law when the frequency of the whistler approached the mi-
nimum pgyro-frequency along the path in the outer atmosphere,
We callcd the new whistler a "nosc whistler" because of its
spectopgraphic shape.,

THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE MAILBOX

L. 3PRAGUE DE CiMP, 278 Hothorpe Lane, Villanova,
Pennsylvanin: Sure, I'11l take on Comrade "Jugashvili as a
philosophcr, becausc I think hc was a pretty lousy one,

Re "unknowability": Lots of things are unknowable: histori-
cal facts of which no rccord survives, for instance...Thus,
in theory, we might lcarn that it wasnt't Brutus who stabbed
Caesar after all; but it is beyond all rcasonable expectn-
tion thnat we shall cever learn what Caesar ate for breakfast
the morning of his deathe ((It is beyond all reasonable
eXpcctation that the oxygen thcory of combustion will ever
be shown to be invalide But thc possibility must be ad-
mittecds Otherwise the scicnces ccasc to be inductive in
character, and become a sct of infallible and unquestion-
ablc logmase Scicence deals with cexpcctationss some rca-
sonablc on the basis of ocur present knowledge, and some
not. But 1t cannot lay claim to Absolutec Truth.)) Where
Stalin rcally pgoofed was in supposing that the laws of
science = cspccinlly genetics - should = be mdliricd

to fit the Communist philosophy, and not vice vers:,

((A theory is valid so far, and only so far, as it agrecs
with the way the universe actually behaves. Lysenko sold
Stalin on a violation of this principle. DBven during Sta-
lints lifetimc, so cminent a Soviet biologist as Oparin
dismissed Lysenko as.a fraud. But I Jdo not feel that 3ta-
lints endorscment of this fraud makes thc statement quotcd
on the masthcals of KNOWABLES #l-=l invalid, any morc than
Ao Stalints ~cts as a tyrant.))

DICK ENEY, ;17 Ft. Hunt Road, Alcexandria, Virginia:
Either a pgood deal of time Intervencd betweecn the writing
of Chapters VI and VII of The 3tory, or Cowrillts touch
is so radically diffcrent from yours that cven filtering
it through a collaboration can't propcrly blend the two,
((The latter assumption 1s correcct. George had much morc
to do with VI than with VII,))

‘But the thing about 4 Sense of FAPA i1s that 1t recally
wasn't prescnted to the non-FAPL reader at all; it was le-
simne 1 as an anniversary production for the club, who would
be expected to know what the present-lay rcality is. OFf
course, that only pushes my error onto a higher level: I




should have considored the non-members who will surely
run across the book in the futurc,

Wwhy do you make a Thing of speclling the name for per-
-sons of Sub-Saharan African Negroes? That makes it sound
like a nationality rather than a pigmentation group.

((For secveral deccadcs, journalistic convention has
capitalized the names of the major racial groups, ¢. S,
@Gaucasian, Ncgro, Mongolian. Namcs which are descriptive
of color take small lctters: white, black, brown, yecllow,
This is an American usage; the British still spell "Negro'
with a small "n"., It took a grecat dealdl of press-agentry
by American Negroes to get American ncewspapers to give
them typographic cquality with Caucasians.))

TOM PERRY, P. O. Box 128L, Omaha, Nebraska: I was
imprissed by KNOWABLE as a clcar hard refl ction of your
personality ~- for instance the determination with which
you, continue running the roundrobin story in the facc of
.protcstses The protests arc almost habit with fans by now
.when. they sce scerlous fanfiction (as opposcd to fasanfice
tion, somcthing else again)s Actually The 3tory is quite
well donc, ab least thesc chapters arc -- cspeccially so
as “Lticlgims Go be. a collmbBerationi. T'cdnfess I'm not
enthusiastic about it, but theh a,lot of professional fice-
tion fails to capturc my iatcrest too,

. A less-pleasing aspcct of the same quality cemerges
in your answcr to Ency's lettcr. Apparcntly you took af=-
Ter Jdpecr. for opiniens.he.exprozsed i quarter of.a contury
a0 and now grc upset to learn he dildn't hang onto the
game opinions all that timec. ((I was upsect to learn that
Eney, in cditing A Sensc of FAPL, hadn't informed the
recaders who came iIn late that Bp\e¢19g9, quoted thercin,
held differcnt vicws from Spccr. O,).)f I hardly tThink
you can blamc Eney for mislcading” fou, thoush. His 1ntro-
duction docs sau, "I can cxpect that your own knowlcdg
will sufficec to add the appropriate background.," You were
warned; i1f you didn't know about Jack 3pcer, Kings County
Demoerat and the pcoplcls friend, as most fans Jdo, Ency
made 1t clear it was up to you to find out., ((How?))
Whether an editor antholog tizing..t0 Q p‘nurql audicnce
can make the «same demandg on his readers is somcthlng al-
topether dlfrpront I think.

The quotc from Joa Stalin was zood bailt, right - znoush.
I found it intcresting a modern phy3101st would claim its
gsentiments 2s his. Since the emlngnfly sensible Mr., Stalin
apparentlymakes no rescrvations, and you do not in your
approval of his statement, can one assume you consider 1t -
possible to know the volocity of an e¢lectron and its con~-
currcnt position? ((Thgsc quantitlcs, according to our
present understanding of physics, cannot bc measurcd accu-

ratecly at the same timc. But thc product of their uncer-
taintics is .a known guantity, Rlanck's constant. And Bohm,
Aharonov, and the other "hidden variable" theorists belicve
that the ‘Heisenberps uncertainty principle is the manifesta-
tion of the existonce of sub-atomic particles which bchave
in a2 rigidly deterministic manner. At present this is all
st11l an open question.))
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SPECULATIONS ABOUT GIANTS

Giants and ogres appcar frequently in BEurdpean folke-
lorc, particularly in cpics and-fairy tales from the Milddle
T Agese A fairly standard picture of them has developed,

They were prcsented as huge, uncowth brutes, devoid of
manners, who fought with clubs instead of knightly swords,
and who were so boorish as to address cven kings as "thou
instead of using the courtly "you". Human flesh was repu-
ted to be thelr favorite article of diet, and if the story
has not been edited for children's reading they are also
represented as being insatiably lustful.

Perhaps theg best picture of .the traditional medieval
glant ‘appcars in the fifth book of Sir Thomas Malory!'s
Le Morte d'Arthur. This book, which docs not scem - to be
tiled too closely to the remalnder of the Arthurian epi@,
deals with a campalgn by Arthw against a-Roman emperor
naméd Lucius. Lucius has demanded "truage" from Arthud,
and Arthur, reccalling that Constantine, son of a British
woman, once held the empire, counters with a demands that
Luclus recognize his supremacy. This story may have ori-
gilnated with another British chieftain than the histori-

cal Arthur, who lived in a day when Rome had permancntly
abandoned Britannia. If it has anyshistorical foundation,
1t 'may refer to a Roman attempt.to rcconquer the island
during one of the cmpirc'!s seasons of Indian summer,

© Arthur and_ his army has just landeq'on the continent

when "then came to him an husbandman of the country, and
told him how there was in the country of (onstantine™
((Cotentin?)) "beside Brittany, a grcat giant which had
slain, murdered and devourcd much people of the country,
and had been sustained seven year with the children of the
commons of that land, insomuch that all the children be
slain and destroyed' and now late he hath taken the Duch-
ess of Brittany as she rode with her meyne" ((retinue))
«"and hath led her to his lodging whigh is in a mountain,
for to ravish and lie by her to her life's end; and many
people followed her, more than five hundred, but 211 they
might not rescur her, but they left her shriéking and cry-
Ing lamentably, whercfore I supposc that he hath slain
her in- fulfilling his' foul lust of lechery."

King Arthur, of course, sets out for St. Michael's
mount, hot on the trail. "And so he ascended up into that
hill ti1l11 he came to a great fire, and there he found a
careful" ((careworn)) "widow wringing her hands and mak-
»ing great sorrow, sitting by a grave new made. And then
+King arthur saluted her, and demanded of hcr wherefore
she made such lamentation, to whom she answcred and said,
Sir knight, speak soft, for yonder is a devil, I1f he hecar
thee speak he will come and destroy thec; I hold thee un-
happy; what dost thou here in this mountain? for if ye
were fifty as ye be, ye were not able to make resistance
against this devil: here lieth a duchess desd, the which
was the fairest of all the world, wife to 3ir Howell, Duke
of Brittany, hc hath murdercd her:in forcing her, and hath
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slit her unto the navel." Nothing dauntcd by this formi-
dable description of his adversary, Arthur "went forth
by the crest of that hill, and saw whcre he sat at supper
gnawing on the limb of a man, baking his broad limbs by
the fire, and brecchless, and threc fair damosels turning.
threec broachcs whereon werc broached twelve children late
borh, like young birds. When King Arthur bcheld that pite-
ecous sight he had great compassion on them, so that his
hcart bled for sorrow, and hailed him saying in this wise:
Hc that all the world wicldeth give thee short life and
shameful deathj and the decvil have thy soul; why hast thou
murdercd these young innocent children, and murdercd this
duchess? Thereforc, arise and dress thec" ((prepapnc for
battle)) "thou glutton, for this day shalt thou dic of my
hand.. Then the glutton anon started up, and took a great
elub in his hand, and smote at the king that his coronal
fell to the earth. And the king hit him again that he
earve his belly and cut off his genytours, that his guts
and his entrails fell down to the ground. Then the glant
threw away his club, and caught the king in his arms that
he crushed his ribs, Then the threc maidens knecled down
and called to Christ for help and comfort of Arthur,"
The combatants continued battling until they rolled down
the hill to the seashore, where two of irthur's knights
help him to despateh and behead the giant. Arthur sends
the hcad to Sir Howell, and advises him to "ordain for a
church to be builded on the same hill in the worship of
Saint Michael".

Tt struck me that this description of giants in medle
eval lore parallels in many respects the description of
Negroes in the folklore of the South's white racists,
Giants, like Negroes, are deplcted as stupid and lustful
brutes., If given a chance, they will allegedly rape the
women of the aristocracy, and if caught in the act are to
bg gelded and killed by the local cavalierss This led to
the speculation that the "giants" of folklore were a pri-
mitive, pre~-IndoeBuropean pcople who suwvived in out=ofe
th@-way parts of Burope until relatively recent times.,

The Indo=Europcans had the same stercotype of them that
gouthern whites do of Nesrocs, and treated them as an in-
ferior racce. The "gilants" need not have been substantiale
ly larger than their conquerors. Nejroes are on the aver-
age smaller than Caucasians, but the "bad ne---r" of racist
fable is popularly depicted as a huge brute.

I mentioned these speculations to Walter Breen, who
brought up an alternative ideae. Anthropologlsts are now
coming to realize the formerly widespread White Goddess
religion as a major influence on subscquent religion, folke
lore, and culture, ecxtendings down to the present day.
Breen suggests that the origin of this tale may have been
a.series of relipgious ikons, misinterpreted by a people
who had no understanding of or sympathy with the White
Goddess,

The ikon in this case would be one warrlor defeating
another, while three women broil childrene This might be
the annual or semi-annual dgfeat of the old king by the

-



new one, who gelded his rival before killing him. The
new kinpg became the consort of the tribes queen=priestess,
who 4incarnated the triune Goddess.

By this interprectation, the three women, far from
being captives of the gilant, represented the Goddess in
her threc aspects. In her aspect as Hag, the Goddess l1s
frequently mentioned in legend as a murderer of chlldren,
(Gompare the witch in "Hansel and Gretel", the Russian-
Baba Yaga, and the classical Lamla,)

With Breen'!s intervretation as a guilde, a rellpious
significance can also be read into the scene at the "Duch-
essts" grave, This episode follows rather than prececdes
the combat with the giant. The queen-priestess ritually
mourns the dead king before marrying his supplanter,

L combination of thesoc two points of view may be possi-
blee Before the coming of the Indo-Europeans, the Euro-
pean relipgion was matriarchal and the White Goddess was
the chief deitye Frequently an Indo=European war chief
would conquer the local inhabitants and repgularize his
position by marrying the queen=pricstess. The lkon which
Breen hypothesizes as the source for Maloryt!s tale might
have originally depicted the slaying of a club=wielding
pre=Indo=European tribal king by his sword-bearing con-
queror,

The new rulers of Europe made some changes in “the
existing culture. No longer was the kinpg killed every
year, and incrcasingly the gqueen=priestess was subordina-
ted to hime. Patriarchal elements replaced matriarchal ones
in the rellgion, though the same holy places would be pre-
served, Arthurts admonition to Howell to establish a church
upon Ste Michael's Mount shows the same process = the holy
places of paganism are converted into churches so that the
religious awe felt by the populace might be transferred
to the new failth.

THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE MAILBOX

FRED LERNER, 926 Furnald Hall, Columbia College, New
York .27, New York: While rcading The Lord of the Rings T
also read Glory Road by Heinlein, and the latter 1s to me
the most disappointing book by RAH that Itve reads, It
suffers gricecvously by comparison with'LOTR, and in fact
i1s obviously cribbed from it. ((With a a penerous admixture
of Three Hearts and Three Lions.)) Or, to put 1t in plain-
or language, 1t stlnks, Thore's none of the Hecinleinlan
rugged individualism, or even felinophilia, which id so
attractive (to me) in such books as The Door Into Summer
or the Future History; nonc of the comments on religion
which make"If This Goes On..e." and Stranger so intereste-
ing, (if nothing elsc); in short, Glory Road 1s something
which, if I weren't attracted by thc promise of the byline
"by Robert Heinlein", I would throw down after the first
few chapters, Back to Salvation by Orpgy! Or by Nymphetsl
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JOHN B. SPEER, 160 Washington 3. E., albuguerque,
New Mcxico: This fan Darrel Bell became active about 1948,
His careccr was typical, only perhaps a little more so.
He published a subzine, Theorem, that started out hektoe
rnraphed, half-size, about sixteen pages, and went through
a great many changes in the dozen or so issues that he
published, When it had stabilized somewhat, he changed
its name to Quod, but after a couple more issues went ga-
fia. Howecver, he had put. his name on the FAPA waiting
list, and in those days nothing further was requircd to
keep him on the list. In 1954 his name came up for mem-
bership, and he thousght it appropriate to join the asso-
ciation where old fans.go to die.  For his FAPAgine he
revived his old title, Theorem, and brought 1t out in stan-
dard size, well mimcographed. "This," he said in his in-
troductory ¢ litorial, "is Theorem's last format," .

ENID JACOBS, 391l Brookhill, Baltimore 15, Maryland:
Brcen: You mention Jews in fandome-what exactly do you
mean: members of the ethnic group only, those that uphold
the YJowish religzion, or those (usually of the ethnic) who
accept the folkways, mores, values and attitudes associa-
ted with the Jewish ideology? 1It!'s my impression that
most Jewish fen are clther members of the ethnic group
only, or, in a small but definite minority of cases, fol-
lowers of the relipgion, but not the "culture" or ideology.
Belonging to a subgroup such as fandom, with its own folke
ways, valuvs, attitudes and even mores ((Cropmmle crorple))
would precclude a close identification with a culture based
on ethnic ties-==or any other culturc..s.

Hiller: Fans do scem to bc abdve the norm mentallya.es
but I don't think that's what holds us together. Some of
the Aryest borcs I know are mental masters; many fans ~
may not mcet the genius requirement, yet most fans are
amazingly interesting people. Why? DBRecause they're inter-
ested-~in ideas, in concepts, in odd 1little bits of know-
TecT7c that most pcoplc dismiss, or pass by without know-
inis they existe As to what holds us topether~-~I do not
think it's common intercsts (since we 2ll don't share an
intecrest in the subject that ostensibly brought us tope-
thor--i.c. science fiction), but a common nced to affiliate
with people who will accept us as individuals, whether or
not they agrec with us,

((Frank Hiller's attack on the "fans are slans" no-
tion, in thc letter column of KNOWABLE #l, brought forth
a surprising lot of protests. Dick Schultz zoes - into this
matter at lenjsth, but space is lacking; in this issue,

Since I'm not terribly intercsted in this controversy, It1ll
¢xcrecise an cditor's privilege and cut it off hecre unlcss
loud protestations to the contrary make themselves heard.,))

BILL MALLARDI, 21l Machinaw Avenue, Akron 13, Ohio:
Gladl to scc KNOWABLE with much better repro now ((up to
#3 1% was ditto, and the last half of the press run of #3
was almost unrcadablc)) and I get a tremendous charge out
of that "serial" story you & the others did.
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All contents arc by John Boardman unless otherwise noted,
Anyone may reproduce any material appearing herein, pro=-
vided he acknowledges the source and senis me a copy
Please report address changes promptly.
Continuing the index in KWNOWABLE #l4, the following
~ OPERATION AGITATION publications have appcared in the 1ast
threce months or will soon appear: -

GRAUSTARK #3 32 POINTING VECTOR #17
27  POINTING VECTOR #16 33  GRAUSTARK #7
28  GRAUSTARK #, 3l  GRAUSTARK #8
29  GRAUSTARK #5 : 35 - KNOWABLE #5
30  GRAUSTARK #6 36  GRAUSTARK #9
31  PILLYCOCK #5 37 PILLYCOCK #6

/
The POINTENG VECTOR 1s an irregularly published personal
newslctter of fact, opinion, and comment on just about
anything. Like KNOWABLE, it is 25¢ per copy or 5 for $1,
GRAUSTARK 1s a biwcckly balletin of postal Diplomacy and
is 10 for $l. Back issues are available of KNOWABLEs -3
and L, POINTING VECTORs 16 and 17, and all issues of GRAU-
STARKe PILLYCOCK is availlable only throuch the Cult,

And now - we wish to announce a CHANGE OF ADDRESS,
(Newszines pleasc copy.) On 1 November 1963 we will be
moving to an apartment in Brooklyn. Our new address will
be 592 16th Avenue, Brooklyn 18, New Yorke (The ZIP code
is 11218, if you think that helps.) Our new place has
plenty of room for both living and storage, and 1s a few
minutes by bus from Brooklyn College, across the street
from Prospect Park, and just around the corner from Kari-
na's new school. We feel very fortunate to have found
this place.

Elliot Shorter has also made a change of address late-
ly, but by no means so felicitous. About DisCon time he
was drafted. Hls fellow fans are urged to write him and
keep him in touch, and particularly to supply him with the
intellectual stimulation of fanzines in his present envir-
onment., Write to Pvt. E1l Elliot Shorter, US 51 517 420,
Company K, 2nd Training Rgt, Fts Dix, New Jersey
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